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The way Dan Balz sees it, the U.S. 
is starting to get to the core of who 
President Barack Obama is.
Obama came into the presidency 
with aspirations to bring Democrats 
and Republ icans together, sa id 
Balz, the Washington Post’s chief 
cor re spondent  ,  who’s  covered 
presidential politics for more than 30 
years .
But in recent years, he’s been 
changed by tough debates, like those 
over the debt ceiling and health care, 
all spurred by deep political divisions.
“Political polarization is a fact of 
life at this point,” Balz said.
Now, Balz said in the Gambrell 
Auditorium Wednesday evening , with 
the backing of a successful reelection 
bid, Obama’s acting tougher.
He was f irm on his insistence 
t h a t  t o p  e a r n e r s  p a y  m o r e 
taxes throughout the f iscal cl if f 
negotiations, he’s refused to debate 
the debt ceiling again and in the wake 
of the Newtown school shooting, 
he proposed a more ambitious set 
of gun control measures than many 
observers expected — all positions he 
wouldn’t have taken in his fi rst term, 
Balz said.
A nd in h is inaugural address 
Monday , Obama “articulated a liberal 
vision we hadn’t heard before,” Balz 
said.
That included speaking aggressively 
of the need to act on climate change 
and naming Stonewall — the site of 
the 1969 riots that sparked the gay 
rights movement — alongside Seneca 
Falls, N.Y., and Selma, Ala. , where 
pivotal moments in the women’s and 
civil rights movements unfolded .
With that rhetoric, Obama didn’t 
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Mary Cathryn 
Armstrong takes 
a look at some of 
campus’s most 
frequently spotted 
characters.
See page 5
Columnists Stevan 
Novakovic and An-
dersen Cook provide 
commentary on the 
proposed campus-
wide tobacco ban.
See page 4
The Gamecocks will 
look for an upset 
over the Wildcats 
after losing all three 
ranked opponents 
they’ve faced so far.
See page 8
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 Students look ing for 
Marble Slab Creamery on 
the second fl oor of Russell 
House might be confused 
to fi nd a slightly healthier 
option in place of the ice 
cream shop. 
Naturally Woodstock 
is taking over the space 
r e c e nt l y  f r e e d  u p  b y 
Marble Slab’s move to 
the first f loor of Russell 
House and will be offi cially 
opening up at the end of 
this month. Until then, it 
will be performing market 
testing on and off, working 
out the kinks in everything 
from the cash registers to 
the gluten-free brownies. 
The testing has been going 
on for the past two weeks, 
s i nc e  s t udent s  b eg a n 
re t u r n i ng  to  c a mpu s , 
accord i ng  to  Cy nt h ia 
Steele, marketing manager 
for Carolina Dining. 
Naturally Woodstock 
will be serving students an 
assortment of soups, salads 
and sandwiches, with a 
mult itude of vegetarian 
and vegan options and a 
yogurt bar. Most items will 
run students between $5 
and $7. 
— Compiled by Amanda 
Coyne, Assistant News Editor
Healthy eating coming to Russell House
Balz: Obama tougher in second term
Benjamin praises downtown improvements
SG sees drop in 
senate fi lings, 
rise in executive
Nathan Leach / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
 Filing times for Student Government 
executive posit ions and the student 
senate ended Wednesday afternoon , 
and while candidates haven’t officially 
been announced yet, three students 
have confirmed that they have filed for 
executive positions.
Current Student Body Vice President 
Chase Mizzell and third-year economics 
student Kenneth Bragg , along with a third 
student who has yet to be named, have all 
filed to run for student body president. 
Mizzell won his current position in an 
unoppposed race last year, while Bragg 
single-handedly forced a runoff in last 
year’s student body treasurer race by 
writing in his own name. 
Fourth-year business student and 
Drinking Ticket founder Alex Waelde is 
one of four students who have fi led to run 
for student body vice president. 
Three students have also fi led to run for 
student body treasurer, one more than last 
year. None of those who have fi led have 
made it publicly known.
While more students fi led for executive 
positions this year, student senate is seeing 
fewer fi lers.
Only three senate districts have more 
candidates filed than spots open, and 
many districts with fewer candidates fi led 
than senators currently serving .
The College of Arts and Sciences, the 
Darla Moore School of Business and the 
College of Mass Communications and 
Information Studies will be the only 
senate districts with competition for seats. 
Twenty students filed to run for the 14 
seats in the arts and sciences’ delegation , 
11 fi led to run for the seven seats in the 
business and six fi led to run for the three 
seats in the mass communications and 
information studies. 
Three districts — those of the Colleges 
of Social Work and Pharmacy and the 
School of Music — had no candidates fi le . 
The College of Social Work currently 
has no senators in its two seats , while 
the School of Music and the College of 
Pharmacy both have their two-senator 
delegations full . 
Elect ions Commissioner Meghan 
Aubry encouraged students in these 
districts who may be interested in student 
senate but did not fi le to run to write their 
names in on election day.
“Since nobody else is running, one 
vote could do it,” the third-year political 
science student said. 
Five districts that currently have full 
delegations had fewer candidates fi le than 
Mizzell, Bragg, Waelde 
to run for top oﬃ  ces 
Amanda Coyne
ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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 Two-and-a-half years ago, few 
people would’ve expected to see the 
current vivacity on Main Street, where 
an outdoor ice rink brought nearly 
14,000 people to the downtown area 
this season and where more than 
20,000 gathered for a “famously hot” 
New Year’s Eve celebration. 
Columbia has realized a lofty goal 
of downtown rev ita l izat ion that 
Mayor Steve Benjamin set when he 
was elected to office in April 2010 , 
and Wednesday night he praised the 
city’s many recent and continuing 
improvements. 
A nd Columbia is  just  get t ing 
started, Benjamin said in his 2013 State 
of the City address at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention Center. 
“Look a rou nd you today and 
you’ll see. It’s not a dream. It’s not a 
hallucination. It’s not a pack of empty 
promises for political gain and profi t,” 
Benjamin said. “It’s our vision coming 
true. It’s our present meeting our 
potential. It’s our city living up to its 
promise.”
Benjamin addressed Columbia’s role 
in a changing world where “talent no 
longer follows industry,” but where 
people decide what place they want to 
live, move there, then look for jobs.
“This trend will impact our city for 
better or for worse for the next 50 years 
or longer,” Benjamin said. “It should 
Mayor hails progress, 
encourages volunteerism
Sarah Ellis
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
BENJAMIN ● 2
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Columbia Mayor Steve Benjamin delivers his State of the City address Wednesday evening.
Matthew DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Dan Balz speaks on Obama as part of the 
Buchheit Family lecture series Wednesday.
Washington Post correspondent 
talks presidential politics 
Thad Moore
TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
seem to speak to the A merican 
populace at large, Balz said in USC’s 
annual Buchheit Family lecture .
Instead, it seemed to be targeted 
at Obama’s coalition of voters and 
spoken with a belief that history was 
on his side, Balz said.
A nd it ’s  t he makeup of  t hat 
coalition that has sent the Republican 
Party into a period of soul-searching, 
he said.
The U.S. electorate is increasingly 
composed of  m i nor it y  voter s , 
who tend to vote for Democratic 
candidates, he said.
But t he rea l  quest ion fac ing 
Republicans is what vision they offer 
American voters, Balz said.
In 2012, the GOP lost what Balz 
called “a historic clash of visions” — 
over taxes, spending and the role of 
government.
That leaves the party looking for 
candidates who can offer a new vision 
for the GOP.
And as they search, Balz thinks 
Republicans will find a strong field 
of contenders, a group that was a 
cycle too young to run last year, like 
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie or 
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal .
At the same time, the Democrats 
could fi nd themselves with a dearth 
of young prospects, Balz said. So far, 
the party’s list of possible candidates, 
like Vice President Joe Biden and 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton , 
has bent toward older politicians.
But no matter how the 2016 field 
shakes out, Balz said that for any 
candidate to be successful, he or she 
will need to offer a compelling vision 
for his or her party, which Republican 
candidate Mitt Romney wasn’t able to 
do in 2012.
“The successful candidates are 
the ones that define their party in 
some fresh and new way,” Balz said. “I 
think in so many ways, Mitt Romney 
was defi ned by the Republican Party.” 
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Looking for a new adventure? Start by 
going to a Student Media interest meeting!
Interested in newspaper production, reporting, 
writing, editing, photography, layout, design, website 
management, public relations or advertising? Then, get 
the scoop at our interest meetings:
www.dailygamecock.com
Interested in magazine production, writing, 
photography, editing, layout, design, blogging, website 
management, creative expression or public affairs? Get 
the facts at our interest meetings:
www.gandbmagazine.com
Russell House 343 • 803-777-3888
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia
Students study away, not 
abroad, with exchange program
T h e  N a t i o n a l 
S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e 
(NSE) is a little known 
program at USC, but 
it  cou ld  potent ia l ly 
send students to the 
inst it ut ions of their 
dreams.
NSE is an exchange 
prog ra m t hat  sends 
s t u d e n t s  t o  o t h e r 
s c ho o l s  w i t h i n  t he 
Un ited St ate s ,  U.S . 
territories and Canada , 
w h i l e  s t a y i n g  c o s t 
effective.
“[ NSE]  i s  a  g reat 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
st udent s to go away 
f rom USC a nd s t i l l 
pay the same tuition,” 
said Kimberly Dressler, 
coordinator for student 
engagement. “Students 
can go for a semester, 
year or summer, and 
the time can be divided 
however the student 
wants.”
T h e  l i m i t  f o r 
s t udy ing at  anot her 
institution is one year, 
but this year can be split 
up into two semesters, 
mea n i ng t he spr i ng 
semester of one year and 
the spring semester of 
the following year. This 
way, students can stay at 
USC for various events, 
i n c l u d i n g  f o o t b a l l 
season.
St udent s  have t he 
opt ion of nearly 200 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h e n 
applying to participate 
i n  N S E ,  t h e  m o s t 
popular schools being 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Hawa i i  a nd Queens 
College in New York 
City. 
According to Dressler, 
e ight  USC st udent s 
currently attend other 
s chool s  a rou nd  t he 
country, ranging from 
C a l i f o r n i a  t o  Ne w 
York. The popularity 
o f  t h e  p r o g r a m 
var ies;  accord ing to 
Dressler, as many as 
50 or 60 students have 
participated in NSE at 
a time.
USC use s  what  i s 
referred to as NSE’s 
Plan B, which means 
the school can take in 
as many students as it 
sends out, Dressler said. 
For example, if 10 USC 
students were sent to 
other schools around 
the country, it could 
welcome 10 students 
from other institutions 
onto  t he  C olu mbia 
campus.
St udents t ravel ing 
a w a y  f r o m  U S C 
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o 
keep  blog s  of  t he i r 
experiences in order 
to inform interested 
students about their 
trips and to keep a record 
of their adventures for 
themselves. These blogs 
are posted on the Offi ce 
of Student Engagement 
website. 
Though f i r s t-year 
students cannot apply 
for the NSE program, 
they are encouraged 
to begin planning and 
apply once they are in 
their second year and 
have a stronger resume, 
as well as a better idea 
of where they would like 
to go. USC policy states 
that seniors must spend 
their final 30 hours on 
campus in Columbia, 
but these students may 
petit ion and gain the 
abi l it y to spend t he 
extra time traveling. 
A c c ord i n g  to  t he 
O f f i c e  o f  S t u d e n t 
Engagement website, 
students who participate 
i n  N S E  h a v e  t h e 
oppor t un it y to t ake 
courses that may not 
be offered here at USC. 
This al lows students 
with certain majors to 
delve deeper into their 
studies with a variety of 
new courses. 
NSE sends few 
to universities in 
North America
Hannah Jeffrey
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
DG
tel l  you people  a re 
looking for a sense of 
place when they decide 
where they wil l l ive 
and bring their time, 
talents and treasures 
today.  Toget her we 
must create a sense of 
place in Columbia.”
Benjamin devoted 
much of  h is  speech 
to the city’s focus on 
the downtown area, 
noting the impact of 
the arts and new local 
businesses in bringing 
jobs and residents to 
the Main Street area. 
He also praised the 
dow ntow n  f a r mer s 
market initiatives and 
upcoming historical 
r e n o v a t i o n s  t h a t 
continue to make the 
area “a hub of activity.” 
“The future holds 
great things for this 
city. I’ve seen it with my 
own eyes,” Benjamin 
said. “Main Street is 
not only alive and well, 
but its best days are yet 
to come.”
Benja m i n  c ited  a 
l au nd r y  l i s t  of  t he 
city’s gains in the past 
30 months including a 
nearly 2-percent drop in 
metro unemployment, 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
i n  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
e f f o r t s  a nd  p u b l i c 
t r a n spor t at ion  a nd 
investment in water 
a n d  s e w e r  s y s t e m 
infrastructure. 
But the mayor also 
acknowledged areas of 
needed improvement, 
and one of the f irst 
issues he said he will ask 
City Council and new 
cit y manager Teresa 
Wilson to address is 
pay disparity for city 
employees, particularly 
Columbia’s fi refi ghters. 
“I have little doubt 
that many if not most 
of our city employees 
a r e  m a k i n g  l e s s 
m o n e y  t h a n  t h e y 
deser ve ,”  Benjam in 
said. “And I support 
a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
wage disparity study 
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e s e 
problems and develop a 
comprehensive strategy 
to bring all city wages 
up to the market rate.”
B e n j a m i n  a l s o 
encouraged cit izens 
to take a role in their 
cit y ’s ongoing quest 
f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t , 
part icularly through 
volunteer efforts. He 
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e 
audience his 17-year-
old “l it t le  brot her” 
Paxton and told them, 
“If I can fi nd the time 
to volunteer as a mentor 
for young Paxton there, 
then maybe some of 
you can too.
“ Imagine each of us 
reaching out with the 
gift of opportunity and 
the impact we would 
make across this city,” 
Benjamin said.
H e  a d d e d  t h a t 
Columbia plans to roll 
out  a  new c it y w ide 
service initiative. 
One big current issue 
that Benjamin skimmed 
o v e r  w a s  r e c e n t 
downtown v iolence, 
particularly in the Five 
Points area, though he 
did praise the police 
force for it s  cr ime-
solving and prevention 
efforts in the area and 
the city. He also noted 
the two-year decreases 
in v iolent crimes by 
12 percent, aggravated 
assaults by 23.5 percent 
and homicides by 50 
percent. 
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Taylor Swift to return 
to Colonial Life Arena
Lattimore hopes to play 
sooner than expected
Dreher teacher fi red 
over student sex charges
In Brief.
While watching practice at the Senior Bowl in 
Mobile, Ala., on Tuesday, former South Carolina 
running back Marcus Lattimore said he expects 
to be ready to play at the start of the 2013 NFL 
season .
After a devastating knee injury while playing 
against Tennessee in October, Lattimore and his 
doctors originally predicted it would take a year 
to a year-and-a-half for his injuries to heal and for 
him to be able to play in the NFL . 
USA Today reports that he expects to be able to 
jog on land in two weeks .
The junior announced in December that he 
would enter the NFL draft , nearly two months 
after the injury that many thought could end his 
career.  
— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor
Get ready to pick out some cowboy boots, a sparkly 
dress and your worst ex-boyfriend story: Taylor Swift 
is coming to town.
Swift, along with opening act Ed Sheeran , will 
perform at USC’s Colonial Life Arena on March 23 
on her RED Tour , currently numbering more than 
60 shows in the U.S. and Canada between March and 
September .
Swift most recently visited Columbia in November 
2011 . Her show, then featuring opener Needtobreathe, 
sold out the Colonial Life Arena . 
Tickets will be available starting Feb. 1 at 10 a.m. 
through LMCtix.com and at the Lexington Medical 
Center Box Office, Colonial Life Arena and the 
Columbia Play It Again Sports Store. Tickets can also 
be purchased by phone at 1-855-4-LMC-TIX. 
— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor
An honors English teacher was fired from 
Columbia’s Dreher High School after being 
arrested earlier this month for allegedly having 
sex with a 17-year-old student , according to The 
State.
Until having her contract voided by the 
Richland 1 school board on Tuesday, Kinsley 
Wentzky , 34 , had been on paid administrative 
leave. She is being charged with sexual battery and 
had allegedly been having sex with an underage 
male student in her home since May 2012. 
One of 18 teachers in the past two years who 
have been disciplined for sexual relationships with 
students , Wentzky had her teaching certifi cate 
suspended by the South Carolina Department of 
Education on Jan. 9, four days after her arrest .
— Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor 
are currently serving . 
The Schools of Music and 
Public Health and the 
Colleges of Pharmacy, 
Nursing and Engineering 
and Computing all saw 
declines in interest in 
these seats compared 
t o  c u r r e n t  s t u d e n t 
representation . 
A l l  w ho  f i l e d  f o r 
candidacy must undergo 
a review of their GPA and 
judicial records before 
being able to run, Aubry 
said, so an offi cial list of 
approved candidates was 
not available. The list 
should be available soon; 
according to Aubry, the 
latest possible date it 
would be made public 
would be Jan. 31, before 
the mandatory candidate 
meet ings and before 
the off icial k ickoff of 
campaigning. 
DG
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In his 2013 State of the City address, 
Mayor Steve Benjamin had a lot of praise 
for the “famously hot” city of Columbia. 
Throughout his speech, he exalted the 
revitalization of downtown Main Street 
a n d  r a t t l e d 
o f f  s e v e r a l 
accomplishments 
t h e  c i t y  h a s 
r e c e n t l y 
witnessed .
H o w e v e r , 
B e n j a m i n 
largely ignored 
t he amou nt  of 
v i o l e n c e  t h a t 
s e e m s  t o  b e 
centrally located 
in Five Points and its impact on USC’s 
student population. In this past semester 
alone, our community has had to deal with 
countless mentions of crime and violence-
related activities in Five Points, located 
right next to the heart of USC’s campus. 
The popular late-night hangout, as 
well as nearby places on campus where 
midnight strolls were once safe, like the 
Pickens Street Bridge, are now hotbeds 
of unsavory activity. From muggings 
to indecent exposures, it’s clear that 
something’s amiss and a task force needs 
to address this issue. 
But so far, the local police force has 
seemed complacent in their cop cars 
and unwilling to evaluate why and how 
to stop crime from happening in these 
concentrated areas. Instead of coming 
up with new ideas or initiatives, students 
are largely left to their own devices when 
they’re out late, while the police continue 
to congregate at the local Exxon, if at all. 
Violence in Five Points affects the 
student population disproportionately, and 
it’s something that needs to be dealt with 
swiftly. Benjamin did a great disservice to 
a large segment of Columbia’s population 
by ignoring this. It’s great to recognize 
the good in Columbia, but we also need to 
know the ugly truth — and what will be 
done to fi x it.  
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“From 
muggings 
to indecent 
exposures, 
it’s clear that 
something’s 
amiss.” 
It was a real bummer. I had been such a huge 
fan from the start. The sharp-witted pop culture 
references and fast-paced “joke a minute” style. 
I started to become invested in the characters 
and looked forward to my half-hour escape from 
reality. Then, in one fell swoop, it was gone. 
At the peak of its popularity, the NBC comedy 
“Community” was temporarily taken off the air, 
igniting passionate online campaigns to keep 
television’s favorite community college students 
alive. Fortunately, the show has been given new 
life. 
However, this was not the fi rst time Greendale 
Communit y Col lege was threatened. The 
program went on a midseason hiatus during the 
its third season, and “Community” just narrowly 
eluded the cable network guillotine that has 
taken the lives of so many great programs before. 
It always takes me by surprise that so many 
phenomenal programs that innovate and change 
the way we see cable television, such as Fox’s 
“Arrested Development” or NBC’s “Freaks and 
Geeks,” rarely run past a third season. 
One could always take an elitist approach and 
say such shows are too highbrow or the masses 
don’t want to think when they watch television, 
that watching a formulaic cop show is less taxing 
than being an active viewer and paying attention 
to subtleties. But the general population should 
be given more credit than that. These shows 
are not needlessly complex, nor do they try to 
alienate audiences; the shows would not be nearly 
as praised with that approach. 
The rationale for the networks cutting of these 
shows is ratings. There are simply not enough 
people watching the show to justify keeping it 
on the air. It seems unproductive for network 
executives to give up on a show with such a 
devoted fan base, which will guarantee viewers, 
and putting a new pilot in its time slot. That 
aside, the good press for a critically acclaimed 
show gives the network plenty of reasons to take 
a chance.
The main reason why well-written innovative 
shows are not received in the mainstream is the 
lack of advertisement. I never see commercials for 
below-the-surface shows, but it would be easy to 
give them some buzz. 
A simple ad showing the awards it has won and 
its rave reviews would be more than enough to 
make most viewers tune in. Wouldn’t networks 
want to help out shows struggling for viewership 
rather than continue to bombard to the ones 
already in the public conscious?
The cont inual throwing out of excel lent 
television shows is a punch in the gut to all of 
the dedicated viewers who have developed a 
connection with the shows. It severely hinders 
committed writers and directors who try to 
innovate and places a governor on creat ive 
original programming. These oblivious executives 
are punishing visionaries for trying to further 
modernize television.  
— Zach Newcastle, second-year journalism student
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page  i s  to  s t i mu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected to 
provide logical arguments to back their 
views. The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should 
be submit ted v ia email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must be 200 
to 300 words in length and include the 
author’s name, year in school and area 
of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnist s should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length and 
clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Dai ly Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
Sports: 
777-7182    
Editor’s oﬃ  ce:
777-3914
Fax: 
777-6482
Many sights and sounds 
contribute to a theme at 
the University of South 
Carolina, 
a n d 
at t r ibute 
a cer ta in 
air to the 
c a m p u s . 
A  s e a  o f 
garnet and 
black, the 
USC logo 
plastered 
on nearly 
e v e r y 
c o r n e r 
and the mascot printed 
on various streets and 
buildings.
There are also cigarette 
butts.
Littered throughout 
our historic campus are 
hundreds — maybe even 
thousands — of butts.
N o t  o n l y  d o e s 
smoking pollute the air, 
but frequently, instead 
of disposing of smoked 
cigarettes in trash cans 
or designated receptacles, 
people throw them in the 
gutter or in plant beds.
And those cigarette 
butts don’t just vanish 
once they hit the ground; 
in most cases they are not 
biodegradable. They are 
made of plastic, which 
studies indicate takes an 
average of about two to 10 
years to decompose, while 
in the meantime draining 
harsh chemicals into our 
water.
The current policy at 
USC is one of no smoking, 
wh ich ,  accord i ng to 
Healthy Carolina, has 
been in effect since 2006. 
As many students know, 
this is a policy not strictly 
enforced.
U n d e r s t a n d a b l y , 
students and facult y 
s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d 
t o  d e t e r m i ne  w h at 
they want to do with 
their bodies and with 
their funds. But we are 
allowing the rights of 
approximately 23 percent 
of our student body to 
impede the rights of the 
other 77 percent, which 
doesn’t make sense.
Second-hand smoke is 
the third leading cause 
of preventable death in 
the country. About 3,000 
lung cancer deaths are 
caused by second-hand 
smoke, and more than 
50,000 coronary heart 
disease–related deaths 
occur every year, which 
are all linked to second-
hand smoke. 
W hen you breat he 
in smoke — even from 
a cigarette you’re not 
s m o k i n g  —  y o u ’ r e 
breat h i ng i n  a l most 
t he  sa me a mou nt  of 
chemicals as the person 
actually smoking. More 
than 4,000 chemicals 
are in tobacco smoke; 
at least 60 of the 4,000 
are carcinogens, which 
doesn’t include the many 
others that are equally 
poisonous. 
But the effects reach 
further than we realize, 
affecting not just your 
immediate surroundings. 
Studies have been done 
indicating that smoking 
is more harmful than 
exhaust from a diesel car. 
By instituting a ban, 
we are not only trying 
to improve the quality of 
life of nonsmokers who 
are being significantly 
and negatively impacted, 
but also the quality of the 
entire campus. 
USC should not enact 
a  campusw ide ba n of 
tobacco. Second-hand 
s m o k e  i s 
undoubtedly 
d a n g erou s 
and smel ls 
r e p u l s i v e 
t o  m a n y 
individuals, 
b u t  a n 
overall ban 
w o u l d  d o 
n o t h i n g 
more t ha n 
give USC’s 
Div ision of 
Law Enforcement and 
Safety another ticketing 
possibi l it y and reason 
to unnecessarily punish 
tobacco users.
W hen some people 
hear the word “tobacco,” 
they automatically think 
of cigarettes. But there 
are actually many forms 
of  tobacco,  includ ing 
pipe tobacco, cigars, dip, 
snus and chew. Each of 
these var iet ies is used 
differently, and each has 
different affects on the 
user and to those who 
surround them . 
If an overall tobacco 
b a n  w a s  e n a c t e d  o n 
campus, then products 
such as  d ip and chew 
fall under that heading. 
While seeing someone 
spit into a bottle or on 
the sidewalk might be 
gross, it can be equally 
u p s e t t i n g  t o  w a t c h 
someone with terr ible 
m a n n e r s  e a t  i n  t h e 
cafeteria or to sit next to 
an odorous body in class. 
Some tobacco products, 
such as Swedish “snus,” 
can even be intentionally 
indiscernible to others. 
 M a n y  s t u d e n t s  f i n d 
the “buzz” in dip to be 
a study aid (sort of like 
caffeine), and while it may 
not be healthy, the rights 
of students to partake in 
unhealthy habits should 
not be infringed upon.
A nd let ’s  not forget 
about t he un intended 
consequences that could 
come from such a ban. 
Some of  t he negat ive 
p o s s ib i l i t i e s  i nc lu d e 
i nd iv idua l s  t r y i ng to 
smoke in their cars or 
people rushing off and on 
campus to try to grab a 
quick break (potentially 
missing class or traveling 
in a dangerously rushed 
manner). The ban could 
a l so  a l ienate  tobacco 
users, who might feel the 
university is specifically 
singling them out for a 
habit  t hat  shou ld not 
be  i n h ibited  i n  t he i r 
everyday lives. There is 
even the possibility that 
some potent ia l ,  h igh-
caliber students would be 
turned off by the ban and 
seek to gain an education 
elsewhere.
I n s t e a d  o f  a n 
over a l l  t ob ac c o  b a n , 
it  wou ld be bet ter  to 
regulate specif ic zones 
throughout campus that 
are easy to access where 
smokers can congregate 
w ithout upset t ing the 
nonsmoking population. 
Allow professors to ban 
dip, chew, etc., in their 
classrooms,  but a l low 
students to responsibly 
u s e  t h o s e  p r o d u c t s 
outdoors. While smoking 
c a n  be  repu l s ive  a nd 
unhealthy, it would be 
unwise to make those 
who do so feel alienated 
on campus. 
Th e Issue: USC considers making the 
Columbia campus completely tobacco-free
Tête à Tête
Proposal would 
be overreaching, 
unfair to students
Andersen
Cook
Fourth-year 
advertising
student
Stevan 
Novakovic
Fourth-year 
international 
business
student
Initiative makes  
school better 
place for all
CORRECTIONS
In Wednesday’s edition, Steven Asbill’s name and fi eld of 
study were listed incorrectly. He is a Pharm.D. candidate. 
The Daily Gamecock regrets the error.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
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Bros on Mo-peds
 It seems we see you everywhere on campus 
these days, zipping around the sidewalk in front of 
Thomas Cooper Library or desperately puttering 
up the Barnwell hill as your tiny taxi strains 
to keep up on the jagged road. We all watch in 
adoration as you fl y by, a glorious winter wind 
whipping the few locks unkempt by your reverse 
snapback cap. The sweet sound of the putt-putt-
putt as you glide on by is music to our ears. And 
what’s fun for one is always fun for two, right? 
Good pal that you are, you selfl essly 
transport your best bro from 
the Carolina Coliseum 
to Gambrell Hall , both 
of you squeezed tightly 
with hands tucked into 
a gent le embrace as 
he holds on for dear 
life. Never mind the 
naysayers; at least 
you’ll be on time for 
class. 
The Girl in Uggs  Though it fi nally seems Columbia will at 
last be experiencing a bout of crisp cold weather, 
you do not let that change your wardrobe; you’ve 
been wearing those Ugg boots since the weather 
dropped to a mere 75 degrees. You trudge around 
in your shearling treasures, fi rst hitting Panera 
Bread for a broccoli cheddar soup bread bowl 
then to Target for some toilet paper. You throw 
the fashion rulebook out the window on a daily 
basis, matching boots with your plethora of 
gym shorts on Monday then in 
skinny jeans and an oversized 
sweater by Thursday. With 
more than 10 pairs of various 
colors and fabrics to select 
f rom, you are certainly the 
clothing chameleon of your 
generation. Keep it casual with 
the black pair during the day 
and dress it up with the silver-
sequined pair at night — 
we don’t care. We’re 
all placing bets on 
what the maximum 
temperature is for 
you to take them 
off. 
The Person Who Texts 
and Walks 
 While we may never see your face, we 
do memorize the back of your head. In your 
own litt le world with your eyes bathed in a 
smartphone glow, you shuff le in 
front of us at a pace matched only by 
a 90-year-old using a walker — on a 
bad day. Your brow furrowed i n 
c onc e nt r at ion  m ay 
indicate that you’re 
a n s w e r i n g  s o m e 
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t 
t e x t  me s s a g e s  o r 
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a 
professor’s email, but 
we all know the truth. 
You’re scrolling through 
Kim Kardashian’s Twitter 
feed or attempting to best 
some unknown adversary at Ruzzle. As much as 
we’d like to power-walk past so we actually make 
it to class on time, your bobbing and weaving to 
avoid the nearly unseen obstacles on your path 
prevents us from doing so. How do you see every 
trash can and light post without ever looking up? 
One day you won’t. And we can’t wait. 
The Guy Who Runs 
the Crosswalk 
 Seeing as we’re in college now, a few things 
should be clear. First, Thursday nights in Five 
Points are when all of the fun things happen. 
Second, not all crosswalk symbols are created 
equal. Since this is apparently getting a little 
fuzzy for our campus citizens, 
here’s a simple breakdown so 
you’ll know what they mean 
when you see them: 
1. The Red Hand: “Hey 
man, either one or both 
of the traffic lights right 
h e r e  a r e  g r e e n .  Yo u 
probably shouldn’t 
cross because you 
never know when a 
hassled driver will 
f lip a U-turn and 
take you out. And 
if you’re a lready 
walking and I start to fl ash, you may want to pick 
up the pace.” 
2. The White Man: “It’s totally safe to cross 
here. Look, I’m walking. You should be too.” 
Besides the fact that it’s completely dangerous 
to cross a busy intersection where cars are fl ying 
at speeds closing in on 60 miles per hour — nope, 
that’s the end of the sentence. It’s dangerous. 
Don’t do it. 
The Girl Who Takes Two 
Hours to Order Starbucks 
 We get it. When you have four 8 a.m. classes 
Mary Cath
ryn Arms
trong
MARM
STRON
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“Sarcasm is lost in print.” 
— Jon Cryer
Do you use the
STROM?
campusrec.sc.edu
803.576.9375
All users of the
Strom Thurmond Wellness & Fitness Center
will need to re-enroll their hand measurements into
the system using their VIP ID number.
This conversion is FREE for students, faculty 
and staff. Users, however, must be current 
students enrolled in good standing and paying 
fees to the USC Columbia campus or be faculty 
or staff with paid membership fees to the 
Strom Thurmond Wellness & Fitness Center.
Users should present their CarolinaCard to 
re-enroll. Once a user has re-enrolled with the VIP 
ID number, he/she can use it at the turnstiles to 
access the facility.
Hand scanning on the new system is available 
during regular operating hours in the rotunda of 
the Strom Thurmond Wellness & Fitness Center.
Access to the Blatt PE Center will continue to utilize ID cards.
1.
2.
3.
Easy as 1,2,3...
each week and you’re up “studying” 
late every night, your fi rst thought 
w h e n  t h o s e 
e y e s  c r a c k 
op en  i n  t he 
mor n i n g  i s , 
“Where’s my 
S t a r b u c k s?” 
Ne v e r  f u l l y 
a w a k e  u n t i l 
you have that 
c a r d b o a r d 
c o f f e e  c u p 
wa r m i ng  you r 
hands, you order from the barista 
with heavy lids and a sorrowful 
voice. But what exactly it is that 
you’re ordering we can never tell. 
The words spill out of your mouth 
almost as if in a foreign language, 
running through a list of personal 
preferences more extravagant than 
Kanye West’s ego. Did you just 
ask for nonfat, soy, cheddar cheese, 
caramel mocha lat te, no-foam, 
no cat hair, arrogantly overpriced 
cappuccino? Coming right up.  
LETTER ● Continued from 5
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Join our staff!
The Daily Gamecock
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thegamecock
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EMPLOYMENT
Why USC? 
Gamecock Connection 
Positions Available 
Tell us why you love USC! 
The Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions is looking for 
enthusiastic, dedicated 
students to assist with 
recruiting prospective students 
at Admissions special events. 
In this role you can share your 
love for USC with prospective 
students, admitted 
students and their parents. 
Applicants should possess 
strong communication 
skills, enthusiasm for 
USC, good work ethic, 
and professionalism. We 
are looking for volunteers 
to assist with Admissions 
events this spring, and there 
will be a mandatory training 
meeting for new members. 
Applications are available in 
the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions located on the 
Horseshoe in Lieber College.  
Application deadline: Friday, 
February 1st at 5:00 pm. For 
more information, please call 
Alexandra Scovel at 
803-777-9106.
EMPLOYMENT
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER 
NEEDED
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER 
NEEDED TO WRITE 
PROGRAM(S) FOR GAME 
FOR SMART PHONE AND 
TABLET APPLICATIONS, AND 
FOR USE ON PC AND MAC 
COMPUTERS.
Email wuminyo@gmail.com
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY
Busy downtown Columbia 
allergy office seeks, bright, 
hardworking, ethical students 
to work for at least a year.  
We have part time and full 
time positions available in 
our clinical as well as clerical 
departments.  Excellent 
opportunity for those applying 
to medical and/or graduate 
school.  We can provide 
hands-on clinical experience.  
Only those with excellent 
academic records (GPA of 3.6 
or higher) and great references 
need apply.  Email resume 
with dates and times to:
smccord@
physicianservicessc.com.
EMPLOYMENT
Drivers Needed
EPI, a USC department, 
needs  responsible drivers 
for student trips.  Graduate 
students preferred.  Must be 
able to drive a 15 passenger 
van. Weekly hours range from 
5-20 hours. Hours vary with 
events. $10/hr
Email kathy_bledsoe@epi.
sc.edu or call 777-8231.
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days.  
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise. 
Accommodations on the 
island at 
your choice of 13 resorts. 
Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 
800-867-5018
SERVICES
Parking Spaces
Pickens at Blossom. $280 
semester. 799-3452
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMIN/ACCOUNTING 
ASSISTANT
Accounting/Finance major 
preferred. PT with flexible 
hrs-opportunity for FT during 
the summer. Positive attitude 
& good communication skills 
required. Must be proficient in 
MS Word & Excel. 
Send Resume to 
JDennis@Walker-White.com.
PROJECT ENGINEER’S 
ASSISTANT
Mechanical Engineering 
juniors & seniors preferred. 
Flexible PT/FT hours 
assisting project engineers at 
construction sites. Opportunity 
for growth for the right 
candidate. Must be able to 
work with limited supervision, 
communicate effectively, & be 
detail oriented. 
E-mail resume to 
JDennis@Walker-White.com.
OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day 
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE 
NEC.Training Available. 
800-965-6520 XT253
ACROSS
1 Give in to gravity
4 Louvre Pyramid
architect
9 Descendant
14 “Born in the __”
15 Cleaning crew
16 Fencer’s
deﬂ ection
17 FedEx, for one
20 Skating great
Sonja
21 King Abdullah
subject
22 Took a load off
23 Tailor’s
measurement
25 Pauses that
refresh
27 Simple bed
29 1983 Woody
Allen title role
33 What many a
game of
Battleship is
played on
40 Trevi Fountain
city
41 Chaplin’s last wife
42 Planet after
Saturno
43 Caspian Sea
country
44 Proverbial sinking
ship deserters
45 Stamp seller
47 Rainbow maker
49 Schuss, e.g.
50 “... your cake and
__”
54 Fla. coastal city
59 Response to a
doctor
62 Prohibited acts
64 Resignee of 1974
65 Manhattan’s
Minskoff, e.g.
68 Frighten
69 Jazzy Armstrong
70 River, to Ricardo
71 Spars in the ring,
and features of
the four longest
puzzle answers
72 Quick garage
jobs
73 Abby’s twin
DOWN
1 Fish in a roll,
perhaps
2 Wan
3 “Capital” proﬁ ts
4 Accuse of
misconduct
5 __ tai
6 Frat jewelry items
7 Mystery award
8 Contentious
subject
9 Cologne squirt
10 Cleveland cager,
brieﬂ y
11 Bearded ﬂ ower
12 Black-and-white
sea giant
13 “My eye!” in
Minsk
18 Lemon meringue,
e.g.
19 Both Begleys
24 Attend to a spill
26 Calligrapher’s
ﬂ ourish
28 Tropical tuber
30 Actress Petty
31 Apple computer
32 Biological
inheritance
33 Trail grub
34 Emulate MGM’s
lion
35 Against
36 Out of date
37 __ de deux
38 Drs. eliciting 59-
Acrosses
39 Pieces that castle
46 Exercise program
goal
48 “Melts in your
mouth” candy
51 Pull
52 Totally
53 “What’s it __?”
55 Former NBC
anchor Lindstrom
56 Spare
57 Front-end
alignment
58 2000s symbol of
corporate
ﬁ nancial
misconduct
59 Simple
rhyme
scheme
60 Woody’s son
61 Fraud
63 Bang, as one’s
toe
66 Exist
67 Move it
Solutions from 01/23/13
01/24/13
01/24/13
1 2 3 4
for 01/23/13
DISCOVERY DAY 
Come share your research, community service, service-learning,  
study abroad, internship, and national fellowship experiences at:  
…showcasing scholarship beyond the classroom! 
Deadline: Friday, March 8, 2013 to register your poster or presentation at www.sc.edu/our 
C O C K Y  N
A T I O N
National Student Exchange
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Jan. 31- 
Priority application deadline for 
summer ‘13, fall ‘13 and spring 
‘14 
INTEREST MEETINGS: 
Jan. 16. 7PM Patterson Classroom
Jan. 17, 7PM Capstone Keystone Room
Jan. 22, 7PM Honors Residence B111 
Jan. 23, 7PM Patterson Classroom sc.edu/studentengagement
Aries
 Keep your object ive 
i n  m i nd  a nd  f o c u s . 
D i s t r a c t i o n s  c o u l d 
t r igger an emot iona l 
breakdown. Cooperate 
with one who has what 
you lack. You get a secret 
surprise.
Taurus 
You’re extra brilliant for 
the next few days. Others 
may object to a plan, 
so devise a persuasive 
argument and dress it 
glamorously. Get to work 
and leave celebrations for 
later.
Gemini 
The next phase could 
be profi table and perfect 
for traveling, more fun 
with a partner. Imagine a 
future goal realized. It’s a 
good time to win debates.
Cancer 
You’re  awesome a nd 
extremely creative, even 
u nder pres su re.  A nd 
you’re getting stronger. 
Look forward to two days 
in the spotlight. Dream a 
special dream.
Leo 
If you’re going to worry, 
do it  ef fect ively and 
where you can make 
a dif ference. Some of 
your best work comes 
from confront ing the 
diffi culties and realities 
of bootstrapping it.
Virgo 
You’re doing a great 
job with what you have; 
search for allies anyway. 
You don’t have to go at 
it alone. Imagine your 
space reorganized. Love 
your friends.
Libra
Pr ac t ice  obed ience , 
a n d  g e t  s t r o n g e r . 
Te a m  p r o j e c t s  g o 
well. Accept spiritual 
encou ragement ,  a nd 
op en  t he  do or  to  a 
romantic adventure.
Scorpio 
Break out of your shell 
and shatter your next 
ceiling. Expansion can 
be sustainable if done 
w it h respect  for  t he 
shared env ironment . 
Explore the outdoors.
Sagittarius 
Now’s a good time to pay 
bills and complete past 
homework. In the face 
of controversy, consider 
another perspective. Use 
what you’ve learned to cut 
costs. Share your ideas.
Capricorn 
Update your skills and 
make inroads quietly. You 
don’t have to brag about 
your accomplishments. 
Just believe in yourself 
and continue pedaling 
forward. Keep the balance.
Aquarius 
Somebody very interesting 
fi nds you fascinating; stay 
cool. Don’t go shopping 
for  t reat s  yet .  Foc us 
on making money for a 
few days instead. In the 
meantime, primp.
Pisces 
By now you should have 
done the homework. If 
you haven’t, don’t put it 
of f anymore. Move up 
the ladder with increased 
confi dence. What kind of 
world do you want? Build 
bridges and alliances. 
TODAY 
AN EVENING WITH ATLAS ROAD CREW 
9 p.m. doors / 10 p.m. show, $6  
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.  
CAN’T KIDS, CUSSES, WHALEBOAT 
8 p.m., $6 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
LEADING LADIES CABARET 
8 p.m., $15  
The Comedy House, 
2768 Decker Blvd.  
TOMORROW
 
BUSH HAWG, TIM DUGGER 
8 p.m., 21 and up, $5 cover after 10 p.m.
Tin Roof, 1022 State St.  
8 Thursday, January 24, 2013
The USC basebal l 
team will play its first 
spring scrimmages this 
weekend at Carolina 
S t a d i u m .  F r i d a y ’s 
scrimmage will begin 
at  3:30  p.m.,  wh i le 
the f irst pitch in the 
Saturday and Sunday 
games will be at 1:30 
p.m. All three are open 
to the public. South 
Ca rol i n a  op en s  i t s 
season Feb. 15 against 
Liberty.
T h e  G a m e c o c k s 
m a d e  t h e i r  t h i r d 
consecutive trip to the 
f inals of the College 
Wo r l d  S e r i e s  l a s t 
season. After winning 
national championships 
in 2010 and 2011, they 
lost to Arizona in the 
2012 fi nals. 
— Compiled by Paulina 
Berkovich, Sports Editor
 A seven-hour double-
header last weekend was a 
major challenge for South 
Carol ina’s  men’s  tenn is 
team.
“It looks like a mountain 
that is impossible to climb,” 
coach Josh Goffi  said. 
B u t  a f t e r  s w e e p i n g 
Furman and Appalachian 
State, USC (4-0) will face its 
next hurdle when it takes on 
No. 17 Texas on Friday at 
the ITA Kickoff Weekend 
in Lexington, Ky .
The Gamecocks beat the 
Paladins 6-1 , with Furman’s 
lone point coming in No. 2 
singles . Junior Chris Cox , 
who lost that match, said 
his biggest problem was not 
moving his feet well.
Goffi  added that all of the 
players had spots where they 
were undisciplined, but they 
improved in the afternoon 
match, a 5-0 win over the 
Mountaineers .
“In the fourth quarter, 
the last singles match of 
the day, guys were t ired 
and mentally beat, but they 
actually turned it on,” Goffi  
said. “Their feet got better. 
Their brains were a little bit 
sharper.”
C o x  d o m i n a t e d  h i s 
af ternoon singles match 
over  a n  equa l ly  s t rong 
opponent .
“Being on top of bal ls 
rather than letting the ball 
play me was the biggest 
adjustment that I made,” 
Cox said.
His coach attributed the 
win to improved footwork. 
Goffi said the junior does 
not overpower opponents 
w i t h  b ig  h i t s ,  r e l y i n g 
instead on attacking the ball 
with his speed. He added 
that Cox took that aspect 
of h is game for granted 
and overlooked it in the 
morning match.
“The other guy was just a 
better ball-striker than him 
at that point,” Goffi  said.
Cox a lso competed in 
No. 1 doubles with junior 
Tsvetan Mihov , who is in his 
fi rst season as a Gamecock 
af ter  t ransfer r ing f rom 
Oklahoma . The duo has 
won two of its four matches 
so far this spring, while the 
other two were suspended. 
Mihov is also undefeated in 
the No. 1 singles spot this 
season .
USC’s lineup may receive 
a boost this weekend from 
the return of sophomore 
Andrew Adams , who has not 
played yet this spring due to 
a torn labrum in his hip . 
“It’s a minor injury, but 
it’s defi nitely something that 
can f lare up consistently,” 
Goffi  said. 
He added that Adams will 
have to be monitored to 
make sure the infl ammation 
in his hip stays down.
Last  year,  Adams was 
voted onto the SEC All-
Freshman team and fi nished 
with a No. 122 ranking . He 
led the Gamecocks with 28 
wins in the season .
Cox said the upcoming 
c o nt e s t  w i t h  Te x a s  i s 
“de f i n i t e l y  a  w i n n able 
match” for the Gamecocks, 
who have gotten pointers 
f rom Gof f i about going 
into the match mental ly 
prepared.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  G of f i , 
USC’s schedule is among 
the 10 most diffi cult in the 
country, and this weekend’s 
tournament wil l prepare 
the Gamecocks for diffi cult 
conference matches later in 
the season.
In the second day of the 
tournament, USC will take 
on either No. 9 Kentucky or 
No. 47 Michigan State . But 
the team is more concerned 
ab out  br i ng i ng  bac k  a 
victory in the fi rst match.
“We have Texas right now 
in front of us,” Goffi said. 
“That’s our No. 1  focus.”  
T h r e e  t i m e s  t h e 
South Carolina women’s 
b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m  h a s 
played a ranked opponent, 
a nd  t h r e e  t i me s  t he 
Gamecocks have fallen 
short .  
USC will have another 
chance to get a “signature 
win” for the season when 
it hosts No. 5 Kentucky 
tonight at 7 p.m .
“It really is time for us 
to put two halves together 
and get a big win,” coach 
Dawn Staley said. “I think 
the buildup to this point 
makes us more prepared 
than probably any other 
time to do that because 
of the experiences that 
we’ve had with ranked 
opponents.”
The No. 18 Gamecocks 
(16 -3,  4 -2 SEC) have 
only lost to the three 
ranked teams t hey ’ve 
p l a y e d  t h i s  y e a r  i n 
S t a n f o rd ,  Te n ne s s e e 
and Georgia . Staley said 
getting a conference win 
on the road in the SEC 
is challenging, and with 
a trip to Kentucky (18-1, 
6-0) still on the schedule, 
she emphasized needing to 
take advantage of being at 
home.
“I think it’s important to 
get all wins at this point,” 
Staley said. “Everybody 
that comes into Colonial 
Life Arena, we need to 
make sure we take care 
of ... When we have an 
opportunity to host a team 
like Kentucky, a ranked 
opponent ,  we need to 
take advantage of being at 
home.”
Since the 40-42 loss 
at  G eorg ia  ,  USC has 
rallied with two straight 
wins against LSU and 
at Florida , respectively. 
Through the start of the 
SEC slate, the Gamecocks 
have sputtered on offense 
at times, ranked 13th in 
the league with a 33.9 
field goal percentage in 
conference games . 
Staley said the way out 
of the scoring droughts 
USC frequently falls into 
is through conf idence. 
Sec u re  i n  her  t ea m’s 
defense, Staley has shifted 
more of the attention to 
the offense in practice.
“We’ve got to get our 
k i d s  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n 
pushing the ball up and 
down the fl oor and getting 
some easy buckets,” Staley 
said.
Aga inst  a  Kent uck y 
tea m t hat  ha s  scored 
at least 90 points seven 
times — and has reached 
100 points twice — Staley 
sa id  USC ca n’t  ma ke 
costly errors because the 
Wildcats are l ikely to 
capitalize.
As for Kentucky’s senior 
guard A’dia Mathies, the 
SEC’s reigning player 
of the year ,  it  w i l l  be 
everyone’s assignment to 
defend her tonight because 
“she’s that good,” Staley 
said.
“We have to score the 
ball,” Staley said. “Once 
we’re able to score the 
ball, we’re able to set up 
our defense and kind of 
slow them down a little 
bit. Where they are most 
effective is scoring off of 
their defense, and if we’re 
able to take care of the 
basketball and get more 
shots up then they do, then 
I think we can make it a 
ballgame.” 
Having played top teams 
in the country in Stanford, 
Tennessee and Georgia, 
s o p h o m o r e  f o r w a r d 
Aleighsa Welch said those 
experiences have given the 
Gamecocks a taste of what 
it will be like to play the 
Wildcats, who have only 
lost to top-ranked Baylor .
With this being USC’s 
fourth opportunity at an 
upset against a ranked 
opponent , the Gamecocks 
aren’t downplaying the 
importance of succeeding.
“This is league play 
right here,” Welch said. 
“We’ve already lost two 
games and we’re jockeying 
for position, so we need 
every game we can get at 
this point.” 
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Junior Chip Cox lost his fi rst match in Saturday’s double-header 
but came back with an afternoon win in the No. 2 singles position.
